Of the many expressions of gratitude for this book none repre-
sented the general view more accurately than a letter from Sir Cyril
(Mr. Justice) Asquith.

"The way," wrote Spender's fellow-author of the Life of Lord
Oxford, "in which you weave the bewildering strands of pre-war
diplomacy and international policy into a coherent picture, with-
out sacrificing either interest or accuracy, seems to me really
masterly. This is exactly the book for which multitudes of people
like myself have been searching in vain. They are faced with
the alternative of reading mere propaganda on the one hand,
or on the other of embarking on research among the documents,
for which they have no time or no stomach. Your book relieves
them of the dilemma, without falling between the stools, as it
might so easily have done in other hands."

Lord Hankey, who from the official positions he had held as secretary
both of the Committee of Imperial Defence and of the Cabinet
possessed an almost unique knowledge of current events in the
fields both of home and of foreign affairs, wrote of the book:

"It is an absolute masterpiece. I have told several members of
the Cabinet that every Cabinet Minister ought to read it. Like
me they cannot pretend to keep an fait with all the literature on
these matters, so that your book fills a gap in our knowledge.
Apart from the value of the book as history I find your apprecia-
tions very fair, and full of common sense."

One interesting commentary of a different kind came rather later.
In March 1937 the late Lord Chancellor (who was then Home
Secretary) wrote to Spender:

MY DEAR SPENDER,

I think you may be interested to know that, as I was asked to
examine for the Birchall Citizenship Prize at Eton this year, I
chose your Fifty Years of Europe and set the enclosed examination
paper. I won't ask you to answer the questions, but I hope you
will feel they are the sort of questions that the new generation
ought to be asked when they have read your volume..

Yours ever,

JOHN SIMON.